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Preeidentts Message

Awakel Awake! The irises are comi.ng. They are conlng
in all forms from the niniatures through the Japanese'
By the time you read thisl Bont€ nenbers w'ith gouth-facing
slopeo w'iIl have had their first blooms. These are very
special bloons that vie w'ith woodland earpets and Drtch
bulbs. A hint of thtrrgs to cone, and better - a hint of
what we coulcl have in our garden beds.

Awake again to what we as a society have in store
for us during the next few months, The first j.n a series
of beariti.ful events - a program on Sorder Bearded Irises
by Maybelle llright. Maybelle is a cha,rnpion of standards
and quality in aI} iris catagories, but especially the
rSorder Seardedt classification.

Awake in lfay to our first a,r:nual rEarly Blooming Iris
Showr with awards. A chance to see first hand - Itliaiatures,
Stanclarcl $rarfs, Arils, I[e&lans and Borderg. Here is your
chance to win ribbons and rhizones. Here is your chance
to learn about other cLasses of irises. Ilere is a chance
for the soci,ety to present the tGenus Irisr as a plant
catagory with a longer blooning perioit and greater
hardiness than the general publlc rea"lizes"

fusy, busy, busyr The month of June is a first class
tieket for the largest two day lris shoru in the Statee"
Awake for this very special event because you are needed'
Rally around Greta Kessenich and inake sure we present a
show heard of throughout lrisdon. HeIp set up the show
and help take it down, but most irnportant - show what
you have.

Other events con:ing up - the Milwaukee Conventionl
the Reg:ion B organizational meeting; would you believe
a Jr:ne hayride and picnic? This last is on the first day
of sumerr l[hat a way to welcone the sea,son, tourirg the
Arboretun.

Cheer uB, you will have the whole noonth of July for
resting, but for now, awa&er awake, the irj.ses are coning!

HAVE YOU HEARD that lf.illie Stover
surgery olr April lst? Tfe wish you

- Warren Johnson

T,,i&s hospiteli zed. for
a speedy recovery, Ifillie.



Olr ApriJ l,{eeting wi1l have as our prograrr - a brief discussion by Maybelle
trright on the nerits of Border Bearded kises and their value in the landscape antl
ertengion of the i.ris season. There will be slides of Borclers and also of the nemesi
of the tall beardecl, which have been rented fron the American lris Society. If you
haventt experielrced spring fever as yet - this program is guaranteed to brirg it on!
Don't forget, April 17, 1969 at 8PM at the Guaranty State Bank in Robbinsdale.

8th District Meeting on Saturday

Letrs get acquainted! The Reg"ional Organizational Meeting rmill beg:in
noon luncheon at the Maple Grove Country CIub, Ilest $ale,m, I[isconsir. 41J
and lTisconsin j.ris enthusiasts are urged to attend.

w'ith a
Minnesota

A Review of I'Come as an Inlsrr Costune Party
fhose who attended the March meeti-ng, enjoyed a noet j.nteresting neeting, I am

sur€r fhe attendance was good, sone over fifty people; the food del-eetable as always,
and the fellowshlp very w&ffie This iE the everring when inhlbitions are set free and
we can enter into a worrd of fantasy - iris fantasy., that is. Dignity is raid aside
and new talents discovered.

Irm gure if a ta.lent scout had been in our rnidst, he would have wantetl to caet
Maybelle tflright in a role for the llillbilly prrgra,n! Her portrayal of a lilllbi}ly
farmer was good enough for the sta6e tn both oosturae and nanners. l[he skit was a
talce-off on Maybellets introduction trlf,iss Rufflesrr. Ancl what happened to the dignity
of some of our paet presiclents, TIaIter Carlock and Glenn Hanson, and our now presi- ,

dent faffen Johnson? Wa1ter as ttHigh Tinert and Glenn ag ilLlcorice Sticktt were nost
entertahing - and lfarran must have studied balIet at eone tine or othenl He was
Siberian rtPlrouette,. Zula lianson in another version of ttlligh fine", caused auch
meffiment. We were especially happy to have so oany chi.ldren cone in costume and
enter into the competition. They were all very good - and the Wamen Johnsonre
childrents portrayal of the *Childrents llourrf was most charming and well planned.

Our pri.ze w"inners were nost desenring of the prizes, which are g!-ven each year
by our connercial growers and Greta Kessenich. Theie were fj.rst and seconcl prizes
for each category. The lzughter nas strnntaneous when Greta, winner in rrMost Hunoroustr
di.vistonr(althougtr I thought she was also very orig:inaI) ca.rne in with a dooruat as
an apronr wearing a top hat and carrying a pa;iI mith a dipper. As she bowecl and
dipped into her bucket, she was the iaterpretation of the iris 'rliplomattt. Iaura
Sutton, second ttMost Humorous'r, wore a bright Gay Nineties bathing suitp and wasrrMiss Anericarr. Dorcthy Budser - dressed in rluet- cap, curlers and houseioat - kissed
her hrsband - (you Imew it was her husba,nd!) and was'the irj-s'rltlondng Kiss", as therrMost Orig'ina1tr. Ilihs. HiIl, second "Ifrcst 0rig:inalt', wore a cookts cap and dress to
exernplify [tr]nma Cookr'. The first and secondrr].{ost Autheurtic'r costunes were wor:r by
Julianne lpsen, j.n a }ove1y ballet-type dress as frPainteil DoIl, - and by lfary Duval].in coral Chinese loung:ing pajanao as the iris 't0hinese Coraltr. Davi-d Sindt and trtlIIie
Stover were the 'tMost Elaboratert, yrith Millie in her ttElly Maerr costume, false
eyelashes and curls as |tBlushing Beautyr'. David was the iris '{[izard'r, and wore a
long Oriental robe and hood.

^A'11 in all, it was a delightful eveningr md ended with slides and a talk on
the Arboretun by Dr. Srqrder, whi.ch was most interestlng and inforuatlve. Irlr. Baltke
was present with his trusty oamera antl took uarry picturssr Irm sure we wlII be able
to relive th:is evening again at some future irls meetir:g via his slides. Perhaps
nert year we will have nore of our members entering into the sp5-rit of this annua"l
costume party and maling the conpetition a rear chalrenge.

- Alice Foss Stenoien
News from laur Folkersr Blair, virgirr-ta:
frl get tne Tvrin Ci.ty Iris Society NEwS AND VIEIIS which I
rearly love to drop in on one of the meetings sometimes,
for ne.o.o.

2

read right eway" I would
P1ease greet the friends



JIrDGE Tiry Rre,mt

The first nrle for judgrng arilbredir of any kind is to renember that they are
not trbearded iriEes'r. l[hey should not look "bearded". If they clo, they ehoultl not be
judged as arilbreds.

fhe arilbred-ta[s which are one-quarter or more aril and do not show extrene
aril traits, should ghow sone evidence of thej.r aril heritage. Fairly Iarge, closed
standardg and rounded, convex falls urith better branching and substance than their
more aril relatives, should be ocpected.

Halfbreds and marqy of the ,,1/4 bredst' that look nuch llke them, should show
their aril heritage quite strong1y. In these you will expect to find quite aril
flowers with shorber stalks anil less branchS.ng. The more aril the flower, the less
branching is reqrrired, so long as the stalk is short enuf to be in proportion to the
size of the flower.

Most strongly-traited arilbretls tend to resernble their oncocyclus ancestorsl
therefore the standards should dontnate the flower. The severa.l attractive forms
include very fuIl, rounded standards that are closed a,nd well lapped; a full but
taller form which nay not lap, but is pressed together where the ribs end. With large
stanilards a strong rib ls essential, whether the standards are globular or reflexed
and nrffled. Ealls should recurrre quite strongly so they donrt ertend much beyond
the standa,rds. If the fa]}s appear shorter than the standards, that is good. If they
do not, the general balance of ttre flower nust be considered. Falls that are longer
or bigger than the standards are undesirable. fhey are aeceptable only where some
other feature is so outstandlng that it outweighs the general rule. A very difficult
trait to get at present is strong, all-over veining w:ith substa,nce. Another w:!th
quite arlI flowgrs, is unusually good and low-spaced branching. For either of these
traits, one nlght forgive a not-quJ-te-perfect flower until breeding lines are
established that will bombine these hoped-for traits.

Pattern is pleasing. Sone signals may be seen from a distance. Deli-cate vei-rring
and rr-i.nute speckling will only be observed from close-upo You may be tempted to vote
for a large signal but does it have a good, arilbred flower around it? If it doesntt,
don't vote for it! Signals axe spectacular and easy to get but good quality fl.owers
are not.

"3/4 bteds" that l-ook ruch like some of the halfbreds will often have less
branchingr or none. If the sten is short enuf for the sj.ze of the flower and the
flower is good vrith faj-rly strong aril trai-ts, two buds in the terminal may be
accepted.

Another type of "5/4 \red" can,scarcely be ctistinguished from the onco specles.
The various pattern's of some of the true ari.ls may be present. The stem will be short
and never branched. The flower eay be large or snall but is unnristakably aril.

Interspecies aril hybrids may be. allowed more latituile ln form and substanee
than we care to grant the breds. Thj.s is due to the peculiar forns of some of the
species. Contrar3r to popular belief, not all oncocycLii are beautiful. Some a,re
anazingly uglyl First-generation hybrids from these nay be weirit but carry some
desired traits. Some of their grandchiJ.dren may be beautiful. The stanatards vri1l
dominate these flowers. With this group, the artistic sense of the judge must be a
deciding factor. But dontt look for extra buds. These are species.

Regelias are something else. This group of the raril familf bears little resem-
blance to'the more femiliar oncocyclii.-Rege1ias intercross readily with oncos grving
interesting and often attractive tqrbrids that we call RCrs. The p"iu.Is of these tend

- Continued



(Con't - JUDQE [HH,l RIGI{T )

to point toward the tips as regelia petals do. If the substance is good enuf to hold
closed standards, they may be consldered I'irnprovedrr.

The regelias, worst fault is poor substance. If you sed a regelia hybrid with
substance enuf to hold its pointed standards closed, give it your close attention.
It w:ilf be remarkable for i-ts kind.

Regeliabreds should have the pinted form of the regelias and qnuf substance to
hold closed standards. fhis combination wonrt be easy to get and is well worth your
attention if you find it.

If regelia pattern can be carried over to regeliabreds, so much the better.
A rrstolosj.fora-bred" could inherit.petals with a definite bord,er. I. korolkorrrii
might bestow its beautiful veinlng and rtVt' signal. Sither pattern in a bred would
be a great accomplishnent - if coupled with subetalxce

Hegeliabreds frou I. hoogiana usually look tlother-beardedtt and generaJ,ly need
not be considered 1n jud€:ing arllbreds.

- IYiloh Wilkes

fron - The Aril Society International Yearbook 1!68. Re-printed nith permission.
W. Ulilkes has done auch to promote the continuatj.on of lrilr. C. G. Itlrite's work toward
arilbreds that can be grown under the usual garden condi.tions...

The Destnrctive t'ield lfi.ce and Iris Rhizomes

rt was rate in rhe rarl *"rT ff11:";:1:t-." rast or ny transplantins. r
knew these choice rlti.zomes woul-d be lost if plarrted in the opev, fie1a. fristfuily, Ikept thinking of the beautiful, warm soil next to the two rarge compost piles and thecold frame fulI of chrysanthemums. By now the field nice had also ,or*d for the wlnterto the couapost piles, which would radlate heat ancl were in full sun. CIrce this veryplace was decided on, it was going to be a battle between the hr.rngry field nice, myprized iris rhizomes and me. - --'

The soiL was carefully prepared, a^dding chloradane to prevent the molee fromchanneling in the new fresh soil in search 6f food. The iris rhizones were planted.Two long pipes were_available, large enough for a nouse to run through. Foison wheatwas carefully pureit_in each pipe? 
-gettinl it to the center, so notiri-ng else couldpossibly get at it. These were laid-betwe6n the iris rows. The iris rhizomes receiveda good clusting of sulphr-lr. Similar pipes were put in the coLd frame. The beds werecovered with oalc Leaves for the winier. then cirne the long wj-nter and heavy silorrsoAll the whiJ.e, there was nuch corc€ror r,ast week, the bedl were uncovered. tsrery rhiz-JIIIe was in its place, growlng, green fans, no da,mage and the pipes were empty of grain.

In this a^rea, we have uai.ntained a perfectly clean iris bed, u:ith no compostednulches of any kind. [his treatnent allois gooa circulation of air and exposure to thesun around atl the plants, thereby helping io combat iris rot when rain and htuidweather prevails to any extent. Tlere *"Jry i.s no substitute for hoeing, curtivatingand pulling weeds. Discourage weeds.before irrey u"g,in to show. rt !ril1 be a joy to seeyour plants grolr and thrive with this attentioi. we ao hrow that growing irises year
':fter year on the sa,me soil takes certain fundanental foods out of the soil that mustl:e replaced, if we are to have strong, rr"Jtiry}rizomes and large flowers. rt isnecessary to put humus (decomposed leaves, etl. ) back in the ,olr. Ifhen planting iris,
f19 u trench, pack it with huirus, cover vri.th soi1, forrring a mound or ridge. plant onthis prepared bed. The roots or iae iris will find their wa.y to this storage of foodand noisture that is being retained ln the humus. fhe results are weLr worth the effort,



Grow'ing kises For fhe Bloom Season

By Gus Sindt

the rtBloon Seasonrr ls the reason for growing iris and all efforts are expendecl
-:during the year to nale it spectacular. The early spring is one very inportani

season in preparation for the bloon. I finct that af,ter the major uncovering in late
Y"n or early April the real I'grooming,' can start.

DEing the ponth of April the final cleanup is accoxnplished. Dead leaves a.re
renoved and all traces of winter cover, whether it was hay or leaves, are talen out
of the clrrmpb. Investigation of winter injury ig nade. Marly tines winter injurect
plarrts will be removed w:ith the covering but it ls best if the renairring rhizome
can be treated. Thls is clone with a good firng:Lcicte and most gardeners have their
owrr rrbestrr kind.

After complete cleanug an$ a,f-ter the top soil has dried I apply fertj.lizer. I
use a 2b2o-2o;1o-2G-2ori6"f 'ctfidfrable forniLa a,nd apply it accorairrg to directions.
fhis is then raked into the soi1, being careful not to go too deep. Iris roots are
very near the surface and any cultivation rhich is deep enough to break roots also
has a detrinental effect on the bl-oon which rill appear later. fhis fertilization
is the ori.ginal, early, big feeding and should be followed Later w:ith J.ight booster
feedings of the foliar type for uaxinun bloom size.

The third type of grooni.ng perfonmed ln April ls control of the iris borer.
This j'nsect hatches on warm days and crawlg to an iris p1ant. Cleaning up the irls
bed w111 distrnse of narSr of them but we a"ssume there are sti1l sone left. I spray
of nethorychlor liberally applietl to the developlng plants and the soil will tlo
nuch to eliminate the yormg borers" It is ny feeling that the application to the
soil is at least as inportant as the spraying of the plants.^, ' .;

Aprl1 groomlng for the bloou season shoulil consist of at least three major
chores - clearring, fertili zi-rry,t and spraying.

CARDEN PROBLEITTEi - -Here is a cond,ition of disease that I find in ny iris plants. I would like help in
deterrrining what it is and how to cure it.- -
The condition appears almost exclusively in early spring - very occasionally in late
fa-11. The fans have been'cut back in the fall to 5 or 6-inches, pointed towlrd the
center. They are still green and healthy when nulched with flalr straw in November.
Iilhen the uulch is removed in late March, the ground is extremely wet all aror.rnd theplants. Naturally all the leaves that have ueen left on the plants have been frozen
back to sone extent. However, on a,ffected plants, all outer Le*r"s are rotting and
nushy back to the rhlzome. Within days it becomes evldent that this rotting iJ atso
extended to the center leaves. If left, witl"in a few more days, the entire center ofthe plant can be lifted fron the rtriaome which is also beg,iru]ing to rot - a soft,
crearnJr rot. It can be scraped away and the rhizome saved. Side ehoots are not affect-ed (until next year, wtren they have a rhizome of their o*rl. As nearly as I can tell,it is impossible in the early stages to determine if the leaves are rotting from thetop tlown or whether the condj.tion originated in the cromn of the rhizome. ,,,-II of thiscan happen in weather wtrere the air temperature does not exeeed 5&t:;---.r. n"tiuas"
CoIilI'lEI[T FROII ll{R. GABf,E: I have g:iven a 1ot of thot to the problem nentionedr mdwhj'le I do not know alr the conditions of the rhizones eoing in{o the winter I be-liev-e I,ve experj.enced similar losses in other years. }rnost fungus and bacterial rotsand botrytts can be ru-Led out' He does not nent].on winter inSufir, or if the varletiesaffeeted were fertillzed in the fa}l and went into the winter *itr, rush tender growthand with the rhizones fu1l of water. If not, then I would believe the varieties weretender wh:ites, blues, violet or possibly yeilow.
Treatment for rot following w:inter iniub- is difflcurt or nearly impossible vrhen it
lains-lvef$ day and ttre soil is saturit"i, b,.tl* uoo* as the soit dries out, yourfavorite treatroent w:ill perhaps work as *"4i "" ,it."
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1957 }I]r]WLPoTIS SHOrr' -by Mrs. S.F. Pimperton
L,est Jurre I knew i was going to make a trip to Minnea,-

polis to see my sisters and reading in the E:Iletin that
their lris show was to he in June, I thought Itd na"ke it
then. It[y sistere had been to the show several ti.nes and sent
ne the schealules. Also I had seen in the 3ul-letin that it
was tbe largest show in the U.S. in point of exhibits for
several years, so I was very anxious to see it"

f wrote to my friend I[r. G.F. I{anson, then RVP of
Region 8. I had ordered irls fron hlm several years and,
always enjoyed the little notes he enclosed with his iris
orders. I told hin I?d be in l{inneapolis and would enjoy
watching: the judg:ing etcr of the show as we a.re limited in
ghows to judge here. He inmecliateS.y wrote back asking ne to
be one of the Judges. TIas I thrlllecl.

One of their menbers called for me the roorning of the
show and took rne to Southdale - a shopping center in a
suburb of }tinneapolis. I wasnrt expecting a big show as
everyone, including illr. Hanson, had warrred me about the bad
year they had hacl in lfiruresota. they had a wa^:rm spell early
and then a devastating frost (20 degrees) in early }[ay
which had killed many buds. So I wasntt prepared for the
beautiful sight. Near1y 1000 stalke in the horticultural
exhibit alone, plus many arrangeuents plus I commercial
exhibits and severa.I educational- exhibits and many many 'rtubsl
or bouquets of lris sitting around as arr added attraction.

There were I setg of 2 jufues for the horticultural
clivisj"on as they wanted the judg:ing done as rapidlly as
possible so the public could start viewing.

I\[r. Hanson and I juttged and we agreeil on nost choicee
and argued on a ferv. He made me feel so good by not naling
ne feel inadequate, With my very linited experi-ence in
iudgug I had wondered how I was doing. But I had read
ever;rthing I could find on the trends in newer iri.s, also
read and reread the judges hantlbook.

After each pair of judges had flnished thelr sectlon
we all judged seedlings. Then chose the Qpeen of tbe Show -
PIICIFIC PI$[ORA}IA.

It was a, very satisfying experlence and I rnet some
wonderful people and saw many commercial and private gardens
in the [win Cities. Eheir olinate is very nuch like this
area and nany of their problems are the same.

from - Aaerican Iris Soeiety Region 11 Erlletin
I.'lontana, Idatro and Wyoning.

raneh near Fort Benton, l,ftcntana. Itrs. Pirnperton (llollie
I[innesota.n. She is an accredited iudge of the AIS and

ghow.the L967

T{anted to complete a set:
Jan , LgQt; Apr, J g6L; Aprr
Apr, Lg65i July tg65; Oct,

--!!S following Aserican lrls Society Bulletinsr Jan, ry6A;
!?6-1, Jan, L)6-Q,; Apr, L964a t*y DZ4; oct, t964a l*r,igii
1965i Jan, L96$; --bi ,lutius Waheka,mper. :



PI*}E DISEA,SE

Interrelationship of Eav:lror:ment - Plant Host - Causa1 Organisn

Ore pf the most lnteresting approaches. to plant disease problems is the.inter-
relationship of environnent x plant lrost x caugal orgarisn. Dlseases are often naned
for theip vigable effects.on plants (teaf spot) or for.ttie nane of the organisn that
incites ine aana6e (totyritis-). 1[o rea]ly understq,nd what disease is, remenber that
atl the above conditions must. approximate the ideal for developoent of the di,sease
to take place.

Conmon sense te1ls us the plant hoot is the najor factor in this trio of relat-
ionships. fhe healthy pIant, well grown in,a proper location, io less likely to ile-'
velop dj-sease s3nnptoms than a nlarrt in p,oor condition, This is ca}led predistrlositj-on
of the host and is very inportaact. There is al-so a genetic faetor referrecl to as
resistance, arld plants vary i.n this. P}ysical factors such as the cuticle or wa.:qr

coati-ng on iris l-eaves help tb protect the plant nuch as a vinyl wan coat on floors
protects the surface.

The organisns that incitQ the disease nust be present and unfortunately they are,
ia great numbers. Fungi, bacteria, vinrs, and nematodes are the mqjor causal organisms
of plant disease. All are small i.n size, abundant in nunbers and adaptecl to wide cllr
senination by rind, insects, water, and even birds and nan. fhe i.ncitants reproduce
rapidly and althor.rgh nost do not clevelop or reach a host it only reqrrires one success
to rurin a pIant. They can induce a loca1 infection a.s in leaf spot or engulf an
entire plant as in the mystery disease called scorch.

hrvironnental problerns predispose a plant to infection and in part, control the
rate at which the incitants devefop. Ilet beds, poor alr circulation, too rnuch shadet
frost, heat, drought, antl any number of natural problerns can destroy the plant or
weaken it for digease. [his eoncept of vieming disease probleus also indicates useful
methods of control. To hinder spread of incitants we can interrupt a disease.

Avenues of Entrance: Ilisease and Insects
How do plant diseases become established in irises? Hors do.they penetrate the

plant parbs? These are questions that are never answered fuIlyo lle know the trouble
there and we hope we can control it, We lmow that causal organi$ns are in the soil,
plant debris and even in the air, but how do they get into the plant itself?

Bacteria, fung:i, and vims, the nost active incitants of plant disease, are
spread by insects, wind, water and other. earriers such as nematodes. $one of these
eamiers also provide tavenues of entrancet, or openingsr for the causal organisns
they carry. Iris borers are one of the nain foes in the prevention of clisease. Leaf
hoppers End sooe aptrids that cause penetration of lea^f, surfaces open other 'avenuesof entrancet.

The weather is another deterant to disease control. HaiI bmises the cuticle that
protectS the pIant. Ilind breaks the bloour gtatks and lea^f blades, opening a pathlray
for soft rot organi.sms.

Natural open:ir:gs, such as stomata provide a ueans of direct entrance for 'Ieafspott spores. The area where the Ieaf, spears overlap is a weak spot for disease control
because it protects incltants fron spray controls. Soft tissue of the rhizone itself
and the roots are attackecl by cherv'ing insects and the invisible nematode.

is
on

A method of entrance employed
formation of an appressoriurrtr This
a peg-like protrusion to be forced
i:etween celLs or through the cells.
r1 plant disease gains entrance into
that dise&s€r

by some fungr and never seen by our eyes, is the
is the formation of a^n adhesive grow'bh that permits
through ti ssue and then continue growth either
If we try to understand how the causal 'organism of
an iris we can better understand how to prevent

- By Warren Johnson



An 01d Weed Puller lllrites
By G. B. Gable

. Last year on this date, I{arch }lst, we had removed most of the hay used to cover
our iri.sr and were off to an early start with the spring work. This year we are
experiepcing sub-zero tenperature at night and uust wait for the snow from last week
to melt before we call even comm€trc€c Perhaps the date set for our Iris Show this
year will be nearer the peak of the bloon leason than expected.

After nany years of study and hard work our trybridlzers are getting results ,3nil
nation w"ide recogrriti.on. Otr exhibitors have learraed the fine points relative to
selecting, transporting, grooming and exhibiting their specinen bloorostalks until
there is a more equar clistribution of chanpion ancl blue ribbong.

There are other activities that we should engage in that I believe woulcl create
a lot of enthusiasm and ma,ke some iateresting subJe-ts for our iris society meetings.I take as nuch pleasure in groring strong plants with healthy blue-green fot:"age as
produclng flowers for a beautiful display garden. And too, strong plants nake b5.gger
and better specinen bloom statks the following year. I believe it would be fun to
experinent uith different naterials for nulcluinei our iris beds and different fertj.l_izers and ninerals to produce better grorth, more intense color in the flowers and
blgger a,nd better bloonstalks, lfe ehoulil extrrerinent w:i.th g:ibbcrbllic acideagricultural
ffPsmr crushed lime stone, sulpbur, sand, sulphate of iron, and different trace
elenoents and report our resultsn We should experiment with different fertilizers to
compare one aga;inst another. Part of the bed or row should be left w'ithout fertilizerto check the results. Different rows should be fertilized with different fertilizers
and then exanlned for resulte. T{ood ashes frrcm the fireplace, fertilizer with a high
potash content, bone neall fd.sh neal, super phosphate, balanced commercial fertilizer
low in rritrogen can be experimented lrith for-conparison. Last year I purchased fish
neal at a feed store ancl used somee No comparison was nade but results were thoughtto be good.

We should experinent with different nulches to retain noisture around iris roots
and prevent weeds. tfe should try alrrminum foil, sheets of plastic, strips of rollecl
roofing naterial, old boards, scraps of pltrrwood, loose hay and lawn clippings. I
would rule out layers of neruspapers &s they nake an awful mess when they disintegrate.
Except for altrninrrn foil and loose hay, Itve used these materials. Sensational
results were obtalned by cutting holes in throw-away aluminun pie pans ancl sHpping
the leaves of tiny plants thru the holes so that the aluninun covered the soil
around the rhj-zones. Holes should be made in plastic and roofing material to permit
water to ruri thnr to the soil and roots underrneath.

I believe we should have more discussions on iris culture at our meetingp.
Years a€o we used to d:iscuss hardiness of the different new varieties. Letfs na,ke
our iris gardenlng interesting this year.

BUITDEBS SHoW 1959

!y Walter Carlock

rn the period from March r4ttr through March zlrd, an estinated ?or0oo people
attended the &rilderts Show. Our tw'in City fris Society had a booth, 7, x7 ', in
the Garden and llorticulture gection, 0f the ?O'0OO who attended, perhaps hali
walked past our booth, and hopefully became aware that there is Jftower ca.Lled
the iris. Some were particularly lnterested and picked up cards or old catalogs
from some of our local growers. Sone stopped to talk w'ith some of our nembers who
gave of their tine for an afterrroon or an evening to answer questi-ons. Anong those
who helped man the booth were Warren Johnson, Henry Halvorson, lfary ita"rirei, M"ry
lalerman, Cel Lrhrtterer, Marlr Duva1l, Ed ilathu*u,il, -St"n 

nuaserj anilsurny Netco.
ldtgl Carlock put up and took down the bootho.'We all wish to thank these nenbersfor their tiue and interest in prnnoting the Twin city rrrs soeiefy. Thank you!
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